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SUBJECT : GUINEAN RADIO COMMENTARY ON POLITICAL EVENTS IN 
PORTUGAL 

1. RADIO CONAKRY "VOICE OF THE REVOLUTION” CARRIED A REPORT ON 
MARCH 30 FROM ITS PARIS CORRESPONDENT ANALYZING AND GIVING 
ALLEGED BACKGROUND TO PUBLICATION OF GENERAL SPINOLA'S BOOK. 
REPORT ASCRIBED MAJOR ROLE TO U.S. IN THE OUTBREAK OF THE 
PORTUGUESE POLITICAL CRISES. 

2. FOLLOWING BRIEF SUMMARY OF POLITICAL POSITIONS OF PRINCIPAL 
PORTUGUESE POLITICIANS AND MILITARY LEADERS, REPORT WENT ON 
TO SAY THAT IN EARLY 1972 US GOVERNMENT ORDERED THE PENTAGON 
TO STUDY PORTUGUESE COLONIAL POLICY. STUDY CONCLUDED THAT 
PORTUGAL COULD NOT WIN MILITARY VICTORY IN AFRICAN COLONIES, 
DESPITE NATO ASSISTANCE AND SOUTH AFRICAN AND RHODESIAN 
TROOPS, FOR FOLLOWING REASONS: 

A. PORTUGUESE TROOPS NO LONGER BELIEVE IN POLITICAL AND 
PHILOSOPHICAL JUSTIFICATIONS FOR WAR; 

B. POLICY OF RESETTLEMENT OF EUROPEANS HAS FAILED BECAUSE 
OF GROWING INSECURITY IN ALL REGIONS; 
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C. PORTUGUESE TROOPS ARE DESERTING AND YOUNG PORTUGUESE 
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ARE FLEEING THE DRAFT AND GOING TO SCAND AN AVIAN COUNTRIES; 

D. WAR GOING AGAINST PORTUGAL DUE TO BETTER TACTICS ON 
PART OF LIBERATION MOVEMENT AND GROWING OAU AND OUTSIDE 
AFRICAN ASSISTANCE; 

E. RESOURCES OF ALL PORTUGUESE COLONIES IN AFRICA WILL BE 
FORFEITED BY THE WEST IF PORTUGAL CONTINUES FIGHT WITH 
NATO ASSISTANCE. 

3. PARIS CORRESPONDENT ASSERTS THAT PENTAGON STUDY WENT ON TO 
SAY THAT NEW PORTUGUESE POLICY SHOULD BE IMPLEMENTED BY A MAN 
OF INTERNATIONAL STANDING WHO WILL BE ABLE TO RECONCILE CON 
SERVATIVE PORTUGUESE TO LOSS OF COLONIES. FURTHERMORE, STUDY 
RECOMMENDED THAT GOOD OFFICES OF AFRICAN LEADERS WITH CLOSE 
CONTACTS TO THE WEST - SUCH AS SENGHOR AND HOUPHOUET-BOIGNY 

- SHOULD BE USED. PARIS CORRESPONDENT STATED THAT CAETANO 
WAS INFORMED OF STUDY AND ACCEPTED ESSENTIAL POINTS. SPINOLA 
AND COSTA GOMES INFORMED BY NATO COUNTERPARTS AND SPINOLA HAD 
FAVORABLE REACTION TO IT. FAVORABLE REACTION OF SPINOLA. 
CONVICTION THAT HE COULD PLAY SAME ROLE IN PORTUGAL VIS-A- 
VIS COLONIES AS DE GAULLE PLAYED IN FRANCE VIS-A-VIS ALGERIA, 

AND HIS ACCEPTABILITY TO AFRICANS (BASED ON SPINOLA'S CON- 
VERSATIONS WITH SENGHOR AND GUINEA BISSAUANS) CAUSED USG 
TO CHOOSE HIM. HOWEVER, SPINOLA WANTS TO COME TO POWER 
LEGALLY. 

4. GUINEAN CORRESPONDENT CLAIMED USG COULD NOT PUBLISH STUDY 
WITHOUT EMBARRASSING THE CAETANO GOVERNMENT WHICH HAD BEEN OF 
ASSISTANCE DURING OCTOBER ISRAELI-ARAB WAR. CAETANO, ON THE 
OTHER HAND, COULD NOT MAKE REPORT PUBLIC BECAUSE HE DEPENDED 
ON PRESIDENT THOMAZ TO REMWIN IN POWER. 

5. CORRESPONDENT SPECULATED THAT CONSERVATIVE PORTUGUESE 
MILITARY LEADERS ONLY BECAME AWARE OF STUDY SHORTLY BEFORE 
SECRETARY KISSINGER'S VISIT TO PORTUGAL, AND WHEN THEY HEARD 
OF IT, BELIEVED THAT KISSINGER WOULD ATTEMPT TO IMPOSE IT S 
RECOMMENDATIONS. TO PRESENT THIS DEVELOPMENT. MILITARY 
LEADERS PLANNED TO LIQUIDATE AND OVERTHROW CAETANO, REPLACING 
HIM WITH ADRIANO COREIRA (PH). SPINOLA, WHO WAS AWARE OF COUP 
PLOT, THEN PUBLISHED HIS BOOK SETTING OFF CRISIS. COMMENTARY 
ADDS THAT SPINOLA BOOK IS BASED LARGELY ON PENTAGON STUDY. 
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6. RADIO REPORT WENT ON TO SAY THAT CAPTAIN ABOU SOUMAH, A 
GUINEAN OPPONENT OF TOURE’S REGIME, WENT CLANDESTINELY TO 
LISBON AND URGED PORTUGUESE AUTHORITIES TO DESTROY PAIGC 
SANCTUARIES IN REPUBLIC OF GUINEA "IN THE INTEREST OF PORTU- 
GAL AND THE SUFFERING POPULATION OF GUINEA." FOLLOWING THIS 
VISIT BY SOUMAH, PORTUGUESE HAVE FLOWN FRESH TROOPS TO GUINEA 
BISSAU IN ORDER TO REASSERT THEIR AUTHORITY AND OVERTHROW 
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PAIGC GOVERNMENT. 
TODMAN 
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